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“The study of myths – mythology- has a long, rich and  highly contested history of debate about exactly what myths are, what they do, and why they are worthy of systematic study.  Because of the complexity of such considerations about myths, any short answer to the question ‘why study myth?’ will be, at best, only a starting place.  Yet this very complexity is one of the reasons why such study can be so exciting.  The study of myth is a field of inquiry that ranges from the earliest known history of humanity up to and including contemporary cultures and societies and even our own individual senses of the self in the world.”  Scott Leonard and Michael McClure from their introduction to Myth and Knowing: an introduction to World Mythology
Some Important information up front

Important General Information and Rules:
COVID GUIDELINES: 
  
Throughout the COVID pandemic, Valencia College has been primarily focused on the health and well-being of its students and faculty and staff. This continues to be our priority as we return to more face-to-face classes, and college policy continues to be guided by science and the guidelines issued by the CDC and our partners at Orlando Health. I urge all students who are able to do so to get vaccinated and encourage friends and family to do so as well.  
  
Should you become ill with COVID, please inform me and your professors and coworkers both for your safety, the safety of our Valencia community. I will do what I can to assist you in completing successfully our coursework. Please inform our COVID liaison Tanya Mahan (COVIDillness@valenciacollege.edu) as well, so she can support you in this process. We are in this together! For more information, please consult: 
https://valenciacollege.edu/about/coronavirus/. 
HB 233 
Students may record video or audio of class lectures for their own personal educational use. A class lecture is defined as a planned presentation by a college faculty member or instructor, during a scheduled class, delivered for the purpose of transmitting knowledge or information that is reasonably related to the pedagogical objective of the course in which the student is enrolled. Recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to class discussions, student presentations, labs, academic exercises involving student participation, and private conversations, is prohibited. Recordings may not include the image or voice of other students in the class, may not be used as a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a violation of the College’s Student Code of Conduct.  
OIT Service Desk

407-582-5555 
oitservicedesk@valenciacollege.edu
Service Desk Homepage:
https://valenciacollege.teamdynamix.com

Distance Tutoring & Technology Support at Valencia: You can easily access Valencia’s free distance tutoring and tech support from a computer, laptop or mobile device.

To get started using the Distance Tutoring and Learning Technology Support services, please visit www.valenciacollege.edu/tutoring.  Through this site, you can view the schedule of tutors/tech support assistants, find available times, learn more about the services, and access a collection of supplemental resources that are available 24/7.
Library Learning support and hours and services:

Locations and Hours | Library | Valencia College
Important Dates
When you log into Atlas, please go to Courses using the courses tab.  There you will find in the upper left the Important Dates.  These concern the timing of when you and how you can drop classes, get a refund, withdrawal with a W, and many more important dates with which you need to familiarize yourself, such as the academic calendar.  I do not withdraw students aside from the no show period. In my class you will get a grade. You have to withdraw yourself and be aware of the timing using the important date information.  If you fail to withdraw yourself by deadline, I will not do it for you.  If you have an emergency due to a medical situation, then you can pursue withdrawing for medical reasons, but you need to have good documented proof and I am not the one who will do that for you. 
This is a challenging time in terms of Covid 19 and how we discuss ideas as well. 
In both, let’s be respectful. 

We will follow the general guidelines with regards with Covid 19, particularly social distancing and suggested masking guidelines.  As mentioned, it is strongly recommended that you wear a mask, but if you choose not to, you are still obligated to keep your social distance of 6 feet.  If you refuse to keep adequate distance from one another you will be asked to leave the class.  You may not approach me closer to 6 feet without a mask, or anyone else in our class. 
I do not shy away from difficult topics, but the class is to focus on the main ideas of the materials in the class.  Any difficult topics are only intended as ways to help deepen the understanding of the primary ideas. If an idea of questions touches on our class materials and helps move the general class understanding of the ideas presented, then all the better, let’s discuss it.  Some of these ideas are not necessarily easy and you may not agree with them personally, but that is a secondary and personal concern.  Your agreement is not necessary. Try to take a step back from personal knee jerk reactions.  I ask that you make sure you understand the ideas and that you can use them in an assignment.  Some disagreement may come from a misunderstanding. I embrace any discussion that can help facilitate your understanding, but we will not debate in class and class discussions are not a forum for grievances with the ideas. 
Important: 

Now, this is not to say that some of the content, due to coming from another time and the historical context from which it originates, is not problematic in some ways.  Part of the job of academics is to work the good ideas out of the muck from which they are sometimes born. You will find bits of antiquated language and ideas that are not as important to the main concepts.  Just because a claim or opinion is in an essay by an important figure, does not mean that I am advocating that claim or opinion as truth or somehow beyond critique…not at all. We can discuss this openly. However, the main concepts we are using are ideas that have come to be main concepts in the realm of comparative mythology and even in contemporary culture. 

My pedagogical approach is to introduce main readings, not merely my summary of an idea when possible. That means historical warts and all are sometimes present.  These ideas and essays are not truth with a capital T, they are a means to stimulate thought and to present bold and influential comparative ideas that are still live wires globally. 

To that end, you are not to argue with each other, rather to discuss.  You may not disrespect your fellow students or me, but you can disagree, however, in the class this all has to be addressed on topic and to help deepen our understanding of the class materials, not merely for the sake of a discussion of differences. 
What are we doing in this class?

My focus as a professor is the advancement of critical thinking. This will be measured by the essays and assignments you produce, which will take into consideration all aspects of the class materials and discussions. You must use the class materials assigned as the basis for all assignments you do.  The assignments in this class are not research assignments per se, they are based around the curated materials I assign, which you then put together in such a way to support your ideas. So, you are expected to read and interact with the assigned material as you work toward any of the unit assignments.  I suggest taking notes, writing down page numbers, and working towards those end assignments goals as you read and watch the presentations assigned. 

There are many perspectives on the function of mythology, which Margaret K. Devinney and Eva M. Thury in the preface of our text calls “received mythology” from the past, namely mythology that is now essentially connected to our modern conceptions; we can still trace these threads through our culture in current religions as well as entertainment, art and other forms of narrative.  The connection becomes more profound if we concede the possibility that the human mind works, in some way, in a universally recognizable pattern, which is the main approach to myth we will take as a class. 
This will be addressed in more detail as you work through the assigned material.  This will involve many fields, from philosophy, psychology, and anthropology to behavioral science and evolutionary biology. The class will be examining and critically thinking about the intellectual history of comparative mythological studies, with the focus being on the progression of critical thinking and essay writing.
Again, you should take notes…and then take notes from your notes, tying together the textbook information with the lecture and other materials.  If you are passive and do not think through the ideas in the class, take notes, try to tie the ideas together with the stories, you will not be as successful.

Last important point: The ideas we discuss grow out of The Enlightenment period and the Modern era.  They are not always without controversy.  Some of the essays you will read come from another time and as such have manifestations of that time and context.  The main point of the essays you read and the ideas presented is not to agree with them or disagree with them.  Agreement or disagreement is not important in terms of what you will do in the class.  The emphasis is on understanding influence and how these ideas can be understood. I ask you to work to understand the ideas and be able then to show me that understanding in your assignments, not to agree with anything.  
Critical thinking, in this context, means attempting to deepen an understanding of the influential ideas presented, make connections between chapters, assigned readings, and presentations, and then to make connections to myth, narrative, and ritual in both contemporary and older contexts. The emphasis will be on comparative elements that are universal to our species. 

	“The Life of a mythology derives the vitality of its symbols as metaphors delivering, not simply the idea, but a sense of actual participation in such a realization of transcendence, infinity, and abundance, as this of which the Upanishadic authors tell.  Indeed, the first and most essential service of a mythology is this one, of opening the mind and heart to the utter wonder of all being.  And the second service, then, is cosmological: of representing the universe and whole spectacle of nature, both as known to the mind and as beheld by the eye, as an epiphany of such kind that when lightning flashes, or a setting sun ignites the sky, or a deer is seen standing alerted, the exclamation “Ah!” may be uttered as a recognition of divinity.” Question: What, from this quote, is Campbell’s notion of the essential religious experience?





Joseph Campbell from The Inner Reaches of Outer Space




	“Song of the Thunders”

Sometimes I,


I go about pitying


Myself


While I am carried by the wind


Across the sky.  

    (Ojibwa Native American Tribe) 

Traditional, translated by Simon Ortiz in his collection of poetry, Woven Stone



“Before the ocean was, or earth, or heaven,
Nature was all alike, shapelessness, 

Chaos, so-called, all rude and lumpy matter,

Nothing but bulk, inert, in whose confusion

Discordant atoms warred: there was no sun

To light the universe; there was no moon

With slender silver crescents filling slowly;

No sea reached far along the fringe of shore.

Land, to be sure, there was, and air, and ocean,

But land on which no man could stand, and water

No man could swim in, air no man could breathe,

Air without light, substance forever changing,

Forever at war; within a single body

Heat fought with cold, wet fought with dry, the hard

Fought with the soft, things having weight contended

With weightless things.




Till God, or kindlier Nature,

Settled all argument, and separated
Heaven from earth, water from land, our air

From the high stratosphere, a liberation

So things evolved, and out of blind confusion

Found each its place, bound in eternal order.

The force of fire, that weightless element,

Leaped up and claimed the highest place in heaven;

Below it, air; and under them the earth

Sank with its grosser portions; and the water,

Lowest of all, held up, held in, the land.”

 The Opening of Ovid’s Metamorphoses:  This is from the 1955 translation by Rolfe Humphries; my personal favorite translation so far. 
	“…the metaphysical concepts of the archaic world were not always formulated in theoretical language; but the symbol, the myth, the rite, express, on different planes and through the means proper to them, a complex system of coherent affirmations about the ultimate reality of things, a system that can be regarded as constituting a metaphysics.”   From The Myth of the Eternal Return by Mircea Eliade




Think about above the quotes.  Take some time with them.  As you go through the class, your appreciation of the content in each class will shift as your thinking becomes more grounded in some of the ideas that will be presented. 
Email Rules:
 I will not answer an email that does not identify your name, the class (prefix and CRN) and the time and the day, as well, of course, the issue, in the subject as a new email, not as an response to anything I have sent you in the class. Never chain a personal email to anything I send to everyone. Send a new email and start a new thread. You should write your email using full grammatical rules and sign it. If you send me an email via Canvas, this information is automatic. 
 I will never answer an email regarding material you missed due to absence in a face-to-face class unless we have arranged it prior or you can prove it was an emergency. 
If you have any questions about understanding or an idea, a reading, anything that confuses you, please feel free to use the above guidelines and contact me. 
I will always attempt to answer any email as they come in, but I will not always answer if you email during a time that is not during the office hour or if you wait to the weekend.  I will try, but if I am busy, I will email you the next morning of a regular class day. 

If I am busy, it could take up to 48 hours after you email me, but generally I get back to you much quicker than that. If I can, I will email you immediately. 
Important note:

Make sure, if you need help with an assignment or concept, you have given yourself appropriate time with the assignments to grasp what might confuse you.  The main assignments require you to put together the ideas from the class and that takes time. These assignments cannot be done effectively in a rush for mere completion without careful thinking and consideration.  After you have given an idea time, read the work, carefully worked through the prompt of an assignment, then please feel free to ask me about anything with which you need help. 
So, as an example, if I have given you a due date in a class that is on a Sunday prior to midnight, that assignment is meant to be something you are working on from the beginning of the readings and the presentations assigned in that unit.  Allowing you to turn in the assignment online before a Sunday due date is meant to give you more time than making an assignment due on a Friday.  It is not by any means a sign that you should wait until that Saturday to work on the assignment, which is completely incorrect. 

So, if you are confused after waiting until the last minute and you are not familiar with the prompt or the presentations until late Friday or the day before a main unit assignment is due, do not email me on the weekend expecting that I will get back to you and be able to fill you in on what you did not take the time to do yourself.  I will try to always get back to you if I can, but if it is not during the week and not during office hours and I may not get back to you until the next class day. If you wait until the weekend of an assignment being due to work on it, it is likely that you will do fairly poorly and you cannot rely on me getting back to you late Friday night or the weekend. 
Do not submit assignments via E-mail without prior approval!  Always use Canvas or the announced delivery mechanism announced in class. 
	Point of interest:  Mircea Eliade, the person I quoted earlier, maintained in his own view of religion that the concepts of the spiritual world the more recent concepts of the scientific world are two totally different mental realities.  The philosopher Wittgenstein might agree that at least they are different language systems.  Eliade did not agree that the myth of the past was a mere attempt to answer the same questions that science now answers.  I should note that the editors and authors of our introductory textbook mention this, but they take the far more popular view that mythos (truth/knowledge through narrative) and logos (truth/knowledge through logic) are not mutually exclusive, rather they overlap depending on degree, sometimes being a primitive version of the same kind of mental inquiry on the part of humanity. In other words, narrative about the world would be replaced with logic with the advancement of human inquiry. Thury and Devinney would have no trouble suggesting that a good amount of myth is proto-scientific ways of thinking about the world.  Both of these views maintain some merit in comparative mythology, but Eliade’s notion is certainly held by fewer and fewer people, although that does not mean he is incorrect. This means that indeed some of the ancient myth, according to the view maintained in our main textbook, is both narrative as well as proto-science, particularly in the case of Hesiod’s Works and Days and Theogony. We will discuss this in detail.  Eliade is typically referring, by using the word archaic, to a way of thinking and a type of human response that may in fact be lost to us and would predate the classical work of Hesiod, Homer, or for that matter any literate myth with which we have access. I realize that this point or discussion may be gobbledygook to you at the moment, but we keep coming back to these ideas as we go through the class.




Office Hours
	Professor Warren Office Hours

Bwarren11@valenciacollege.edu    
	

	M: 2pm-4pm, T: 1pm-4pm, W: 2pm-4pm
R: 2pm-4pm, F: 2pm-3pm

Due to Covid 19, all office hours are virtual
	If you need to make a special appointment or need to talk to me for any reason, please feel to email me and make arrangements. I will give you my cell # and we can talk. 


	“We stand upon the foundation reared by the generations that have gone before, and we can but dimly realize the painful and prolonged efforts which it has cost humanity to struggle up to the point, no very exalted one after all, which we have reached…The amount of new knowledge which one age, certainly one man, can add to the common store is small, and it argues stupidity or dishonesty, besides ingratitude, to ignore the heap while vaunting the few grains which it may have been our privilege to add to it…contempt and ridicule or abhorrence and denunciation are too often the only recognition vouchsafed to the savage [in our class we will refer to so-called savage or primitive peoples as primal]  and his ways. Yet of the benefactors whom we are bound thankfully to commemorate, many, perhaps most, were savages.”     Sir James George Frazer from The Golden Bough:  




Required Texts & Materials:

Introduction to Mythology ed. by Eva m. Thury and Margaret k. Devinney 4nd ed. Oxford University Press
Myths to Live By written by Joseph Campbell (Any addition) I put the image for one of the more recent additions, but there are many different covers and editions, any of which will work for class. 
Both of these texts are required reading this semester. I will start reading assignments the second class. 
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Behavior and other rules:

Keep in mind for any online discussion or class discussion during the semester:
Overtly racist or bigoted comments about sexual orientation, race, gender, nationality, religion or creed, politics, etc, may, upon my discretion, harm your grade or worse. If a situation is bad enough to warrant it, you may end up in front of the dean of students. I encourage critical thinking and academic questioning.  Legitimate critical thinking is absolutely not considered rude or disrespectful, but it must be done within an academic framework for the purposes of this class’s academic goals. Mere personal opinion, while important to each of us, is not particularly valuable in academics at this level of analysis, though it may help inspire your critical drive. Keep this in mind …we must all work together in the class discussions, and while I want there to be open honest discussion, I do not want you to forget your manners and your ethics when dealing with other people.  This is not Facebook, this is not going to be modelled on culture at large, whatsoever. If you do not reflect on the ethics of your approach to social interaction, now would be as good a time to start. When in doubt, feel free to ask. In face=to-face classes, Keep in mind that use of a cell phone or smart device to text or continually check during class is absolutely forbidden and counts as disruptive behavior in this class. 
See technology section for more about tech in the classroom. 
	“We [empiricists] never prove a theory right; we merely fail to prove it wrong.” Karl Popper  


Other Class Protocol:
Students with disabilities/special needs should contact me with OSD forms for appropriate adjustments and/or accommodations in class. This is up to you.  If you do not inform me that you have special needs, I officially do not know and do not have to accommodate you.  I will try of course, but I need to know what you need to make the class work for you. To do this, make sure to go through the OSD.
Baycare Behavioral Health’s Student Assistance Program

Include this statement, which is useful to students in need of private counseling:


“Valencia is committed to making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help that may assist them with psychological issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  Students have 24 hour unlimited access to the Baycare Behavioral Health’s confidential student assistance program phone counseling services by calling (800) 878-5470.  Three free confidential face-to-face counseling sessions are also available to students.”
Other important things to keep in mind:

Please keep in mind that this is an unusual period for all of us.  It has its challenges, including how we proceed with classes. I am attempting to learn the best way to deliver content for you, and I am trying to be flexible as I can with your grades and assignments you are to turn in to me in terms of this new situation in which we find ourselves.  However, you must try to get everything in on time.  If you have a problem doing that at any point, you need to let me know. This is a tough time due to the circumstances of the pandemic, but we are all in it together, and with that in mind, while I do take off for late work as indicated below, please contact me if you have a significant problem and I will work with you, I promise. But, you have to contact me in a timely fashion; do not wait several late days. 
Late work and grading:
All late work is subject to losing a letter grade at my discretion (10%) per day, including weekends. I do take into consideration that life is not fair and that things can get in the way, but it better be good. 
Course Requirements & Grades:

My rubric is professionally subjective in relation to the topic, grammatical in the sense that you either clearly communicate or not, and stylistic in the sense that you have a thesis or topic sentence and support it with class materials, but if you are eloquent while doing so, even better.  Every support of your thesis or main claim is subject to point loss.  

Since I am not teaching this class as a composition instructor, I will be focusing on the four main aspects in your essay assignments: 1.Thesis construction 2. The Body paragraphs, specifically the effectiveness of your support, must work in conjunction with your thesis.  This support must come from the assigned class materials.  3. Conclusion paragraph 4. Do you use effective citation or not (always MLA for this class).  Citation comes out of the body and conclusion percentage and is the work you are citing from the assigned material.  
I do look for proofread papers and short answer that strive to communicate ideas with an eye towards analysis.  I want you to interpret and tie ideas together to the best of your ability.  I am not looking for mere summary in your work and I am most definitely not looking for you to find a source to think for you. Though I stress that the ultimate source of your analysis is you, the student, you must rely on supporting evidence from the analytical tools as well as the primary source material for your opinion to retain any validity. In many ways you will be constructing a point of view out of preexisting ideas, but this is natural in academics.  You are students, non-professionals at mythology, etc., and there will be times when you merely need to show you understand.  Novel thesis ideas are far and few in between, and must be supported with evidence, but if you think you have a novel idea, contact me and let’s find out.  For you it is important to understand this is an exercise; this is school, this is not a professional paper because you have no authority on your own, which means that support is non-optional. 
Since support is non-optional, making sure to cite in text and use MLA rules is important.  Even in non essay assignments, like the ritual outline or other short answers, you must cite the source of the information you use in some way. IN a short answer it is sufficient to name the source as you use it, using page numbers where you have them. 

Always be making connections.
In other words, though I respect you as students, and I respect your opinions in general, I cannot accept your opinion academically unless you understand how exactly you have come to have your opinion and why you can have your opinion.  This takes some amount of research into the surated material and reading and thinking, taking clues from the class and the textbook, and any further reading you may elect to do on your own.  I always can suggest further reading on many topics. 

Grammar may not be stressed, but it will be noticed if sloppy and bumpy when I am reading the paper or other writing and certainly if your grammar or your style is particularly bad, this will be reflected in your grade.  When in doubt, go work on your skills in the writing lab, use tutorial online services, or ask a librarian.
Revision Policy:

I allow for revision of the essay and writing work in the class if it is turned in on time and you attempted to follow the prompt.  When you get your essay or other work graded, if you have met the minimum requirements and it is in on time, you can choose to rewrite, unless we are in the last stretch of the semester. The assignment at the end of the semester cannot be rewritten. 
Academic Dishonesty:

 Quite simply, all work that you turn in MUST be your own, original work. Any and all outside sources MUST BE documented, or you are committing plagiarism, an offense punishable by a failing grade on the assignment and/or a failing grade in the course. Ignorance of MLA citation is no defense; even inadvertent plagiarism subjects the writer to these consequences. Note that MLA is now in its seventh addition and many aspects have changed, which you should look up if you are in doubt. 
Plagiarism is unacceptable

All work submitted for credit in this class must be the product of the individual student’s own original thoughts supported and informed by appropriately documented and credited sources. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, ideas, pictures, design, and/or intellectual property without the correct documentation and punctuation. 

If you so plagiarize, you risk automatic failure of the assignment and possibly the class, depending on how serious the problem.
Format for assignments:

All assignments written outside of class and uploaded to Canvas.
The Four Main Assignments
Unit One: What is Myth?
Unit Two: Creation Mythology and the Emergence of Mankind

Unit Three: The Hero
Unit Four: Ritual
All the content in this class connects. You will notice that there will be similarities and overlap with theory and ideas about where myth originates in the species.  The more connections you make in your writing, the better your grade. 
Attendance and Tardiness:

Every student is expected to attend every class. Students arriving late or leaving early will be documented; two tardies/self-dismissals will result in an absence. Using the cell phone in class can be counted as an absence, as can talking out of turn, creating a disturbance in instruction, using technology of any kind (this includes watches, ear pods, etc.). 
No absence is excused unless it is a documented emergency. 

Excessive absences  (more than two) will count  against your grade, even those you get for not following class rules, whether you showed up for the class or not.  To be clear, the above reasons can get you counted absent, even if you are physically in the classroom. 
I reserve the right to fail anyone who misses more than a week and a half of classes. 
Even if you do not fail, excessive (more than two) will hurt your final grade, your chance to turn in late work if the needs arises, your chance to rewrite your work for a better grade, and any other consideration your excessive absences create in terms of your participation in the class.  

If you are absent during any graded in class activity, you will not be allowed to make that up unless you have a documented emergency. 

 It is your responsibility to show up for a class and know what is happening in a class. Some instructions are only given in class and it is not my responsibility to get that information to you; it is your responsibility to take notes or get the information if you miss a class. If you have challenges at any point in the semester please bring this to my attention so we can work out what is the best alternative for you as a student. If you are proactive about possible problems, that is much better.  Waiting until after there is a problem may end up costing you points or worse, depending on the scenario.

One last point:
Implicit in this class is a historical-critical approach to religious matters in keeping with academic standards.  We are also going to look through the lens of influential ideas and concepts at human artifacts, which you may not agree with or enjoy.  Your agreement is not necessary, nor is your disagreement.  We are only trying to expand our thinking about these matters. This method often precludes devotional understandings for the purposes of the class, or to use other words, dogmatic, orthodox or fundamental understandings of a religious text or the world through one lens. Though your religion is important to you, it is not essential to this class, nor is devotional understandings adequate as a form of academic analysis in terms of this class.  I am not asking you to not have personal opinions or beliefs of course, but I am insisting that to write in relation to your already held convictions is self-serving and not critical thinking.  You do not have to agree or disagree, you merely have to understand and communicate. It is likely that you will be faced with ideas that are both strange and perhaps even disturbing, but that is partly what learning is about. When we study mythology, no system is above or better than another, they are all biological, cultural, social, evolving constructions in terms of the course. 
To put this matter another way, we are in no way debating or even considering the question, “Is there a God?”  If we do consider this question it would only be imaginatively and in context rather than a striving for proof.  Mythological systems evaluated in the manner in which we are, academically, are held as texts, works of literature and history that are held to the analytical techniques of literature, anthropological, and historical processes.  The culture is a social structure, and as such, the comparative study of mythology is dealing with what can be known, what can be said, and what science can be brought to the table is relevant as well, as long as it is good science, empirically grounded and falsifiable. The metaphysical concept of “God” or “god(s)” is part of a mythology culturally speaking, but proof of God is not the point of the class.  We do get into philosophical questions and metaphysical questions, but not in terms of one truth. 
Disclaimer:

Anything in this syllabus may be changed by the instructor. Any changes will be made in class and/or via Atlas. Students enrolled in this class after the drop/refund deadline AUTOMATICALLY accept and agree to abide by this syllabus.  
	“Consciousness is the aspect of our humanity that is most obviously – and famously – incompatible with reductionism; it is seen by many as our best evidence, indeed for some proof, of the existence of a Creator God.  It there is a soul, we tend to think it is located in consciousness or synonymous with it.  Thus when the Catholic Church recently embraced the theory of evolution, it was careful to restrict its endorsement to the evolution of the body, not the mind.” Stuart A. Kaufman’s Reinventing the Sacred: a new View of Science, Reason, and Religion




	What about this critical comment from the late great Alan Watts?

“Man’s biological unity is merely an instrumental unity. All have the same instruments, but their life consists in what they do with them.  Thus to be united in action we must agree about ends, which means that we must agree philosophically.  To agree to differ, to let everyone follow quite independent or contradictory views of man’s end, is merely to agree not to have any true social union, and to let our society disintegrate spiritually as it is in fact now doing.”


Alan Watts The Supreme Identity: An Essay on the Oriental 

Metaphysic and the Christian Religion


	 “Madmen they all seem to me, clambering monkeys and overeager. To me their idol smells foul, the cold monster: to me they all smell foul, these idolaters… when Zarathustra was alone, he spoke thus to his heart…God is Dead.”  Friedrich Nietzsche Thus Spoke Zarathustra




A partial list of related work about science, religion, and myth, as well as topics dealing with Myth that you may find.  I will add to this list in class and I welcome inquiry into these topics, so feel free to ask.  Many of these books are from the scientific point of view and some deal with philosophy and theology. Works such as these are important to consider, even if you do not agree with all the content.  The point of including these here is to encourage the difficult work of reading and analysis of ideas. 
1. Stuart A. Kaufman Reinventing the Sacred  
2. Bart Ehrman  Misquoting Jesus,  Jesus, Interrupted,  God’s Problem  
3. Daniel Dennett Breaking the Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomena, Consciousness Explained, Elbow Room, Freedom Evolves, The Mind’s Eye w/ Douglas Hofstadter, Brainstorms, Darwin’s Dangerous Idea
4. Christopher Hitchens’ God is not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything
5. Stephen Pinker The Language Instinct
6. Lakoff and Johnson Philosophy in the Flesh
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